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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as indicated in the following recitation of pending 



claims. 



Cancelled) 




2. (Currently amended) The assembly of claim 4- 9 wherein the 
multi-user radio communication system defines a point coordination function 
contention-free period, and wherein the transmit power indication signal 
generated by said signal generator is transmitted to a single selected one of the 
first and the at least seconov s e l e ot e d one of the mobile stations , r e sp e ctively . 

3. (Original) The assembly of claim 2 wherein said signal 
generator further generates a power correction information signal for 
transmission to the single selected one of the mobile stations, the power 
connection information signal of a value representative of an amount at which 
the selected one of the mobile statipns is to communicate the communication 
signals. 



4. (Currently amended) \ The assembly of claim 2 wherein the 
multi us e r radio communication syst e nafurth e r d e fin e s a contention free period 
comprises a pluralitv of definable sub-periods, wh e r e in the point coordination 
function forms a portion th e reof and wherein the transmit power indication 
signal generated by said signal generator ia generated during th e point 
coordination function p e riod at least one of\he pluralitv of definable sub-periods 
of the contention free period. 



5. (Original) The assembly of claim 4 further comprising a mobile- 
station power-level calculator positioned at the selected one of the mobile 
stations, said mobile-station power-level calculator operable responsive to the 
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value of the transmit power indicatoon signal and to the value of the power 

correction information signal to calculate a power-level at which communication 

signals are to be generated by the selected mobile station. 

6. (Cancelled) \ 

7. (Currently amended) \ The assembly of claim 6 wherein the 
radio communication system defines pcMling periods during which the network 
infrastructure polls a selected one of thd first mobile station and the at least the 
second mobile station and wherein the piwer correction information signal is 
transmitted to the selected one of the firsftand at l e ast s e cond mobile stations^ 
r e sp e ctiv e ly, when the network infrastructure polls the selected one of the mobile 
stations. \ 

8. (Cancelled) \ 

9. (Currently amended) Th e ass e mbMof claim 8 In a multi-user radio 

communication system having a network infrastructure with which a first mobile station 

and at least a second mobile station communicates data, the data forming portions of 

communication signals transmitted at selected power levels, an improvement of an 

assembly for faciUtating selection of the power levels at which to transmit the 

communication signals, said assembly comprising: \ 

a signal generator coupled to the network infrastructure, said 
signal generator for generating, during selected intervals, a transmit power 
indication signal for transmission to at least a selected fene of the first mobile 
station and the at least second mobile station, the transnmt power indication 
signal of a value representative of a maximum allowable power level permitted 
of the selected power levels at which to transmit the communication signals: 
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wherein the radio communiGation system defines beacon intervals within 

which beacon signals are broadcast by the network infrastructure and wherein the 

transmit power indication signal gmerated by said signal generator is broadcast 

as part of the beacon signals. • \ 

10. (Currently amended) \ The assembly of claim 4- 9 wherein the 
multi-user radio communication systfem defines a distribut e d coordination 
function contention period, and wherein the transmit power indication signal 
generated by said signal generator is transmitted to all of the first and at least 
second mobile stations, respectively. \ 

1 1 . (Currently amended) The assembly of claim 10 wherein the 
multi uo e r radio communication syst e m fitrth e r defin e s a contention period 
comprises a pluralitv of definable sub-periods, wh e r e in th e distribut e d 
coordination function p e riod forms a portioVi th e r e of and wherein the transmit 
power indication signal generated by said signal generator is generated during 
th e distribut e d coordination function p e riod kt least one of the pluralitv of 
definable sub-periods of the contention 4fee pWiod. 

12. (Original) The assembly of claim 1 1 wherein all of the first and 
at least second mobile stations transmit communication signals at power levels 
substantially corresponding to the maximum allowable power level indicated by 
the value of the transmit power indication signal. \ 

13. (Currently amended) They assembly of claim 4-4- 9 whoroin 
the radio oommunioation syst e m d e fin e s boaoon int e rvals within which b e acon 
signals ar e broadcast and wherein the transmit poweA indication signal g e n e rat e d 
by said signal g e n e rator is broadcast as part of the beacon signals is broadcast as 
a field within a beacon-frame body of the beacon signals . 
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14. (Currently amendedn The assembly of claim 4- 9 wherein the 

radio communication system is operable g e n e rally pursuant to an IEEE 8 02.11 a 
communication standard wbieh that uefmes a point coordination function 
contention-free period and a distribut e d coordination function contention period 
and wherein the transmit power indication signal is transmitted in a first manner 
during the point coordination funotion p e riod contention-free and in a second 
manner during the distribut e d ooordina|tion funotion contention period. 

15. (Currently amended) \ The assembly of claim 14 wherein the 
first manner by which the transmit power indication signal is transmitted 
comprises transmission to a selected one pf the first mobile station and the at 
least second mobile station. \ 

16. (Cancelled) \ 

17. (Currently amended) In a\ method for communicating in a 
multi-user radio communication system having a network infrastructure with 
which a first mobile station and at least a second mobile station communicates 
data, the data forming portions of communication signals transmitted at selected 
power levels, an improvement of a method for mcilitating selection of the power 
levels at which to transmit the communication siWals, said method comprising: 

generatin g, during selected intervals, a transmit power indication signal of 
a value representative of a maximum allowable power level permitted of the selected 
power levels at which to transmit the communication simals, and 

transmitting the transmit power indicatiomsignal to at l e ast a s e lected one 
of the first mobile station and th e at l e ast second mobile omtion 

wherein the radio communication system ddfines beacon intervals within 
which beacon signals are broadcast bv the network infrastructure and wherein the 
transmit power indication signal generated bv said signal generator is broadcast as part of 
the beacon signals . \ 
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18. (Currently amended) The method of claim 17 wherein the 
radio communication system defiiaes a point coordination function contention- 
free period and wherein said operaiion of transmitting comprises transmitting the 
transmit power indication signal to ^selected one of the first and at least second 
mobile stations, respectively, during tne point coordination function contention- 
free period. \ 
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19. (Original) The metmod of claim 18 further comprising the 
additional operations of sending a power correction information signal to the 
selected one of the mobile stations and selecting operating power levels at which 
communication signals are transmitted by the selected one of the mobile stations 
responsive to values of the power correction information signal and of the 
transmit power indication signal. \ 

20. (Original) The method of claim 17 wherein the radio 
communication system defines a distribut e d coordination function contention 
period and wherein said operation of tranamitting comprises transmitting the 
transmit power indication signal to all of tne first and at least second mobile 
stations, respectively, during the distribut e d coordination function contention 
period . \ 

21. (New) The method of cliim 17, wherein the transmit power 
indication signal broadcast as part of the beaoon signals is broadcast as a field 
within a beacon-frame body of the beacon signals. 

22. (New) In a radio commimicanon system having a network 

infrastructure for wireless communication with a plumlity of mobile stations, wherein the 

radio commimication system defines a contention period and a contention-free period, an 

improvement of apparatus for power management, saidUpparatus comprising: 

a signal generator coupled to the network inftastructure, said signal 
generator for generating a transmit power indicatiomsignal for transmission to at 
least a selected one of the plurality of mobile stations; 
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wherein the transmit power indication signal has a value that varies as a 
function of whether the signal is to beyansmitted during a contention period or a 
contention-free period. 

23. (New) The apparatuA of claim 22, wherein the radio 
communication system defines beacon intervals within which beacon signals are 
broadcast by the network infrastructure anmwherein the transmit power 
indication signal generated by said signal geijerator is broadcast as part of the 
beacon signals. 

24. (New) The apparatus of claiAi 23, wherein the transmit power 
indication signal generated by said signal generator and broadcast as part of the beacon 
signals is transmitted as a field within a beacon-frame body of the beacon signals. 
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